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MESSAGE FROM YOUR DISTRICT RINGING MASTER
Welcome to this edition of Ringing Circles. You will see from the
tower reports later, that most of our towers have re-started some
ringing activities, although some still tentative. Opening up again is
a slow process, with many ringers still a bit wary of returning to
anything like the old normal.
It was nice to see so many of you at the ADM recently, and I would
like to thank the band at Pirbright for looking after us all.
For the first time in a while, there are some tower bell
performances to report on – 3 peals and 2 quarters.
The Highfield handbell team continues to keep busy, having
clocked up their 150th quarter peal. Congratulations to Martin
Turner, Ian Redway & John Couperthwaite for completing their quest to ring all 41 standard
surprise minor methods to quarters in hand using Handbell Stadium.
As previously reported, the Guild is organising an open towers day on the 3rd of January, with
many towers in the Leatherhead and Chertsey districts open. This will be a fundraising
activity for both the BRF and the 12-bell final, so if your Dove is missing a few ticks at the
other end of the Guild, this will be a good opportunity. All towers listed on page 4 are now
confirmed.
There is an outline of a district programme (see below), largely based on the unused portion
from 2020, but we will have to assess each event in line with the situation and guidance at
the time. For the first half of 2022, concentrating on targeted training events, and let’s hope
in the second half we can have more open ringing.
It just remains for me to thank the team for producing this edition, and to wish you all a
Happy Christmas.
Stu Aitken

REPORT ON NOMINATION MEETING.
Some 28 members attended this meeting on 27th November. The weather was cold and with
plenty of ventilation the church was not much warmer, but some ringing, vigorous singing of
hymns and a hot cup of tea kept us going. There was only one change to the nominated
officers, as Kevin Fox wished to stand down as Training Officer and Nigel Smith was
nominated as the new Training Officer. Harry Glover mentioned that there would be another
fund-raising Quiz at Frensham on 8th January 2022, and that ringing would cease shortly
after Christmas and offers of help to remove the bells and fittings would be appreciated.
There was further ringing after the meeting. Our thanks to the ringers, Vicar and organist of
Pirbright for their kind welcome.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE
Ringing Circles informs and maybe entertains about happenings in our District and beyond. It
is your newsletter, so please contribute if you can. Please send articles and news snippets to
the District Secretary by mid-March 2022 for the April issue of Ringing Circles.
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RINGERS NEWS
Called Home: Keith Rawlinson, one time Crondall ringer
Keith learnt to ring at Crondall in the 1990’s and didn’t venture very
far away from his home tower, but did become a stalwart of the
team. The bells were rehung in 2000 requiring a huge effort by a
group of volunteers, and Keith was very much part of the team that
put in hundreds of hours of effort over many months. He drove his
black cab to take people to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry to see the
two new bells being cast.
Keith did lots for the church, very quietly, without any fuss or
recompense, mending things, putting things up, taking things down,
planting things and so on. He also helped out with tower fundraising
activities such as the chopping, slicing and squeezing oranges as required for the annual
marmalade production.
But for many years he was simply part of the bellringing team ensuring the bells rang out
across Crondall for weddings and services.

DISTRICT RINGING PROGRAMME
We are intending to recommence district events in 2022, although these will be reviewed
throughout the year. We will certainly be cautious in the first half. The proposed district
events at the time of writing are:
Sat 11th Dec 2021

District Carol Service at Frensham. Ringing 2:30pm, Service 3:30pm

Sat 22nd Jan 2022

Annual District Meeting at Farnborough

Sat 5th Feb 2022

12 bell practice and visit to Guildford Cathedral 10:30 – 12:00

March / April 2022

Targeted Training Event

May 2022

Targeted Training Event

Sat 25th June 2022

Half yearly meeting (potentially outside of the District)

Sat 6th Aug 2022

Ringing Ramble starting at Romsey Abbey

Sat 24th Sept 2022

6 bell competition & Social event

October 2022

‘Firsts Fortnight’

Sat 26th Nov 2022

Nomination Meeting

December 2022

District Carol Service

Sat 28th Jan 2023

Annual District Meeting

GUILD DIARY
•
•
•

Mon 3rd Jan, Guild Open Towers Day in the Leatherhead & Chertsey Districts
Sat 12th Mar, Guild AGM, hosted by the Leatherhead District
Sat 25th June, National 12 Bell Striking Competition at Guildford
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GUILD OPEN DAY 3RD JANUARY 2022
Many ringing guilds and associations hold occasional open days in order to raise funds for bell
restoration or other purposes. The usual pattern is that a number of towers are open for an
hour or so in succession for general ringing by whomever turns up. The route is well
publicised on social media and in The Ringing World and the day usually attracts ringers from
far and wide who are keen to ring at new towers. They can either buy a day ticket in advance
at the first few towers or pay to ring at each tower. Stewards appointed by the host
association collect the money at each tower and manage the ringing.
The Guildford Guild last held such an open day on 1st January 2007, when 31 towers were
open mainly in the Farnham and Guildford Districts. It was a successful and enjoyable day
and £1,400 was collected for the Bell Restoration Fund.
Another such open day is to be held on Monday 3rd January 2022, which is a bank holiday.
The proceeds this time will be shared between the Bell Restoration Fund and meeting the
costs of hosting the National 12-Bell Striking Contest at Guildford Cathedral on 25th June
2022. These costs, which are not recoverable on the day, include such things as the hire of a
marquee and portaloos and having a first aid presence on site.
This time there will be 27 towers open mainly in the Leatherhead and Chertsey Districts. The
route is set out below, with each tower open for one hour from the time stated. The ongoing
Covid situation will be monitored, and appropriate precautions finalised nearer the time. More
information about parking, refreshments and toilets is on the Guild website at:
https://wp.me/P6wIIS-2BQ
It is hoped that many Guild members will take part as well as ringers from elsewhere. Tower
captains are accordingly encouraged to make sure that all their local ringers know about it.
09:00

Banstead

13:40

Ockham

09:20

Epsom, St Martin

14:00

Cobham

09:40

Epsom, Christ Church

14:20

Esher

10:00

Leatherhead

14:40

Thames Ditton

10:20

Dorking

15:00

East Molesey

10:40

Ranmore

15:20

Hersham

11:10

Newdigate

15:40

Oatlands

11:25

Capel

16:00

Weybridge

11:40

Ockley

16:20

Chertsey

12:00

Ewhurst

16:40

Chobham

12:20

Albury

17:00

Horsell

12:40

Merrow

17:20

Old Woking

13:20

West Clandon

17:40

Send

18:00
Jackie Roberts & Chris Rogers
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Guildford Cathedral
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FEATURED TOWER: CRONDALL
History, including a collapsing tower!
All Saints church at Crondall has long been considered one of the finest parish churches in
the country, sometimes known as ‘The Cathedral of North Hampshire’. Building began on the
east end of the nave around 1170, with the church completed by the end of that century.
Building work carried out quite recently has revealed the foundations of an earlier Saxon
church below those of the Norman building.

Plan of Crondall church copied from Victoria County History of Hampshire

Originally there was a central tower with four bells, and in
1642 a new bell frame was installed adding two bells, and
appears to have ‘graffiti’ from this time. By 1653 the roof of
the central tower was leaking badly, so the churchwardens
decided to relay the lead on the tower roof. It is written
that 1,200 lbs of lead was used, but the weight of this, the
bells, the tower and the stone vault of the chancel
1642 ‘graffiti’ on the frame
combined, caused the walls to thrust outwards and the
columns to become distorted. In 1657 it was decided to take down the old tower and build a
new one at the north end of the chancel. This would relieve the pressure on the nave and
transepts and also buttress the north side of the chancel.
The new tower was built in 1659 at a cost of £428, and was
modelled on that of St Matthew’s, Battersea. The area at the base
of the old tower was incorporated into the nave, its west wall being
entirely removed and its north and south arches, together with
those of the east bays of the old nave, were altered to make the
arcades appear continuous. Many alterations were made to the
walls and windows over the following centuries. The old frame with
the six bells hung anti-clockwise, was installed in the new tower.
The Victoria County History of Hampshire, written in the early
1900s, describes the tower as built of red brick in four stages: the
lowest having a west doorway; the second stage was entered from
the original stair turret in the church by a wooden gallery at the
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south west corner and had two square headed windows; the third stage held the clock and
was also approached by a wooden gallery from the stair turret; the fourth stage or bell
chamber had pairs of round headed windows on the north and east and single windows on
the south and east. The 12th century stair turret has an outer doorway, the original door from
the chancel being closed up. Each stage of the tower is set back and has strings of
ornamental brickwork.
The original six bells are: the first cast by Henry Knight in 1616; the second, also by Knight,
cast in 1619; the third cast by Robert Wells in 1788; the fourth, another by Knight in 1619,
was recast; the fifth dated 1650 and the tenor, another by Wells, 1788. In those days the
bells were not cast in a foundry because of the huge problem of transporting them to the
church. Instead they were cast in holes dug in the churchyard. The sixth was recast by Mears
& Stainbank in 1937.
In the 1990s the bells and tower were in a poor state of repair, with
water ingress and frame movement, but with new ringers moving into
the parish remedial works enabled the bells to continue to be rung,
although clearly major work was required. As a millennium project the
bells were rehung in a new frame installed below the old one, and also
augmented by two new treble bells cast by Whitechapel Foundry. The
old frame also has two fixed bells, a clock bell obtained through the
Keltek Trust, and an ex-buoy bell with electro-mechanical hammer
that can be rung by the vicar by the press of a button.
In 2016 the tower had major works carried out, including a new roof and
guttering requiring the tower to be encased in scaffolding, with some of
the poles placed in the tower doorway making an interesting squeeze to
get in and out!
When the bells were rehung, it was not possible to
have clapper adjusters fitted to the headstocks due to
the requirement to retain the (no longer used) canons
on five of the bells. This meant that some were rather
odd-struck, something that was particularly noticeable
on bell number 6. In 2019 we had adjusters fitted to
the clappers for bells 3 to 7 by Whites of Appleton. Once installed,
measured and adjusted, the improvement was immediately noticeable,
although does remove one excuse for poor striking!

The Ringing Room
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We are fortunate in having a very large comfortable
ringing room, with plenty of seating and more than
adequate heaters. We have installed four cameras in
the belfry with feeds going through a video switch for
viewing on a TV mounted in one corner. A few years
ago we installed a simulator using David Bagley
equipment linking to an old Windows XP laptop
running Abel. The output from the laptop can also be
displayed on the TV.

The Bells

New frame with 8 bells

Old frame with fittings, above the new frame

The Ringers
We have 24 ringers listed in our records, but the real number is lower than that for various
reasons, including Deb’s poor excuse of currently living in Cairo! We managed to keep
ringing throughout the Covid lockdown period using Ringing Room, and all came back to the
real thing once we restarted tower ringing.
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Tower Open Day, with possible new ringers on top of the tower

Peals
A total of 24 peals are known to have been rung at Crondall, and according to the possibly
incomplete records, the first one was in 1913, with apparently no peals in the period 1914 to
1953. Peal times were mostly around 2 hours 55 minutes, with the longest ones taking 3
hours 7 minutes, in 2006. It is believed that the first peal by a local band was in 2000 on the
old six just before the bells were being rehung, while the first peal on the eight was in July
2001, with both shown on a peal board.

The Ghosts
In 1643 Parliamentarian soldiers seized the church. The building was soon
heavily defended with entrenchments, and the church was further defaced.
Over the years there have apparently been numerous sightings of ghosts of
the soldiers in the avenue of trees leading to the church, including a man
wearing armour on horseback, and also of a foot-soldier in thigh boots and
breastplate who walks to the into the church, kneels at the altar and then
vanishes. But don’t let that put you off visiting Crondall!
Cathie Fitzgerald & Kevin Fox
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TOWER NEWS
Nine of the 14 towers in the Farnham District managed to ring on 14th November for
Remembrance services. All rang half-muffled and most rang rounds and call changes,
Puttenham tolled one bell. A half-muffled quarter peal was rung at Grayshott.
One tower, Pirbright, also rang for COP26.

Frensham & Aldershot ‘hub’ practice
In the early Autumn it was agreed that perhaps Aldershot and Frensham could get together
on a sort of Hub basis and share a special practice once a month aimed at the younger
ringers and less experienced. We would vary the practices between the two towers. The first
one was held in October, at Frensham, with only one younger ringer but several others who
were at a similar level. We had 8 steady ringers who helped keep things going and were able
to have a pilot to help when needed. We rang rounds and call changes to warm us all up and
a new ringer at Frensham had several goes. Plain Bob Doubles, Grandsire Doubles and some
minor plain hunt and plain bob were all tried. Touches were tried with varying success, but
everyone seemed pleased with taking a step further forward and had the confidence to try
something new. Thank you to Stu and Anne for coming along to help.
On Friday 26th November Aldershot and Frensham again joined together for a practice.
Fourteen ringers attended of whom four were ‘young ringers’, two adults at rounds and call
changes and two learning methods. It was great to have six more experienced ringers to
keep things moving and do some standing behind. Three of our young ringers were able to
do Bob Doubles and one did plain hunting. Thank you to all who supported this practice. We
plan another one at Frensham on 17th December.
Clare Le Marie

Aldershot
We have continued with a regular Thursday evening practice and
Sunday service ringing. On a Sunday we can always manage 8 for
rounds and call changes, and manage reasonably struck plain courses
of Grandsire and Plain Bob.
If we have enough suitable ringers we often add on the 7 and 8 as
extra tenors.
At our practices we are trying to break into Minor ringing, as we rarely
have enough to attempt methods on 8, and have had success with
Plain Bob, but have yet to attempt a touch. Treble Bob next!?
Our Tower Captain Tom Page has not been well the last few weeks,
and had a few days in hospital. He is at home now, but hasn’t
ventured out for a ring. We all wish him a speedy return to better health.
Clare Le Marie
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Ash
Ringing at Ash is continuing on a Sunday morning with just the number
of ringers we need. I am not ringing at present as I had a fall and
damaged my shoulder and have a rotator cuff injury. This happened
just after we were able to start ringing again so I managed to get to
the Tower just once. I am now able to drive so will be able to call in at
the Tower to see everyone. We are not ringing for Wednesday practices
at present.
Judith Parker

Crondall
Service ringing recommenced some time ago, with practices in the
tower resuming in early September primarily for just our own
ringers, so that our numbers have been generally been around 1215. We’ve also rung for eleven weddings and four funerals
including that of Keith Rawlinson, one-time Crondall ringer.
David, our latest recruited, started in Ringing Room during
lockdown, managing to ring Plain Bob Triples and even plain hunt
on 15 having never touched a rope! In August we started on the
practical side of ringing, with several one-to-one sessions making
extensive use of the simulator for rounds and call changes. In
September he came along to his first ever ‘proper’ practice, and by
the end was successfully ringing rounds on eight unassisted, and by
the second one ringing call changes. The simulator has yet again
proved of great benefit.
Some of our ringers have been ringing Stedman Triples and
Cambridge Minor & Major in Ringing Room but never attempted in
the tower, therefore we arranged a special practice for specific focus on these methods and I
am grateful to the ‘expert’ ringers who provided assistance. In the end we rang Stedman
Triples, including a complicated touch called by Joseph, Cambridge Minor & Major, Bristol and
Cornwall. Well done to all who had their rusty ringing brains stretched!
On Tuesday 30th Nov twelve of us went on a pre-arranged visit to Guildford Cathedral,
joining in with a practice. Before ringing commenced Richard Burton gave us a tour of the
belfry and viewing gallery. Call-changes and some plain hunt were rung in a session before
the main practice, while later some of us had brain-cells exercised with some maximus and
cinques. Our thanks go to Richard and all the cathedral ringers for making us welcome, and
to Nigel Smith for the arrangements.
Kevin Fox
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Farnham
The test section of one of the buttresses has been completed. We are now awaiting the stone
mason to send a report to the structural engineers. The predicted cost is around £200,000.
The project to augment the bells and repair the tower may be combined into a joint project,
but a meeting will be held to consider the plan of action. Time frame for completion of
structural aspect was mentioned but is very much up in the air.
The Rev David Uffindell is worried about the prolonged silence (though he is often asked why
the bells are not ringing), and the possible consequences this might have in rising complaints
when we start again. Discussion was held about fitting Ellacombe apparatus, but it was
thought best to maintain the silence. The chimes could be turned for special occasions.
We already have a potential American donor for the two new bells, and I am sure all would
help with fund raising and grant applications in due course.
The Rev David apologises for the prolonged time this is all taking.
Mark Place

Frensham
I am pleased to say that we are now ringing fully (as much as we
are able) for practice evenings and services again after the last
Covid lockdown, but the pandemic hasn’t been kind to us
insomuch we’ve lost a lot of ringers during the course of the last
18 months. Happily, none of these was a Covid-related illness but
we’ve had people move away from the area; others have found
new hobbies or ways of spending their time (what could possibly
be more enjoyable than bell-ringing?); and some have decided
that ringing “isn’t for them”.
On the positive side, we have managed to pick up a few new
learners since the end of July: Steve and Julie, Sally, Thomas and
Erika who are (or were – we’ve already lost Thomas and Erika as
they can’t afford the time to learn) all at the initial bell-handling
stage, apart from Steve who has progressed extremely well and joined in the Sunday service
band in October.
Our practice nights (Mondays from 19:30 to 21:00 if anyone is interested) restarted on 26th
July but, because of the people we’ve lost, attendance has been normally between 5-9
ringers, including 2-3 regular visitors. This means we’ve been a bit limited to rounds, call
changes, sometimes plain hunting, and Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles – sometimes even a
touch if we’re feeling adventurous! We’re obviously looking for more ringers, so please see
Harry’s entertaining flyer asking for new recruits for our happy band!
We’ve done OK on the wedding front this year, and in October the wedding of Jill Wright (our
PCC Treasurer) and Marc Billings who have had two previous dates cancelled because of
Covid so we all wish them a “third time lucky” day. There are no further weddings scheduled
for the year and we don’t expect any more until April 2022 because we are heading towards
our bell refurbishment…..
We expect our last ringing before the bells are removed to be either Boxing Day or New Year
or even a practice on the 3rd January, before Taylor’s bell-hanger attends site on 10th
January. We are hoping we can get some volunteers to help in the week prior to this to assist
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with the numbering and removal of ropes stays, sliders, pully blocks, clappers and wheels.
Please get in touch with Harry Glover at 01252-797827 or
harry.glover@btinternet.com if you are able to help.
Despite the pandemic we’ve inched our way towards fund-raising the budgeted cost of
£33,000 for the refurbishment with £30K so far being raised or pledged through grants,
donations and quizzes amongst other events. This includes a very substantial grant from the
BRF, and smaller although no less welcome, grants from the Central Council BRF and The
Sharpe Trust. We are also grateful for very generous donations of £3K from the Friends of
Frensham Churches, £5K from the Frensham Fayre, and c.£3.2K from the Frensham Village
Shop as part of their “Give Back” scheme, where surpluses from the Community non-profit
shop are given to various local good causes and charities. We are also indebted to those
individuals who have made private donations and pledges, and those ringers who have
forfeited their wedding ringing fees for the fund as well.
Our own Tower Captain, Harry Glover, and his wife Liz have now clocked up a total of 11
quizzes, some of which have been in aid of the refurbishment, with the most recent being on
4th December.
The next quiz will be at the Royal British Legion in Frensham on Saturday 8th January.
With an entry charge of £4.00 per person (a maximum team size of 6 people) and drinks
at Club prices, it makes for an inexpensive and, hopefully, enjoyable evening. So please
do come along if you can and we appreciate everyone’s support in helping us find the last
bit of the money required.
Harry Glover
Stop Press: A joint Aldershot & Grayshott team (‘the Shotts’) entered the quiz
on 4th December and came joint second in the main quiz and won the table
quiz. These events are highly recommended..

Grayshott
At Grayshott, as well as the current Covid situation, we have had a
bird infestation problem as reported in the last edition of Ringing
Circles. Thankfully the clean-up work finished, and we could start
ringing again … however we are very short on numbers at present
with recent bereavements, illnesses and the tower captain working
abroad. For these reasons we have not started regular ringing, and
will re-assess over the Christmas period. With the help of ringers
from Bramshott and Haslemere, we have rung for a few weddings
over the summer period. We were pleased to ring 5 bells halfmuffled for Remembrance Sunday morning service, and also a good
quarter peal in the evening. This was the first time we could
celebrate the life of former ringers Don Gribble and Kay Houlin on
tower bells since their deaths during lockdown.
Stu Aitken
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Hawley
At Hawley we started to ring on Sundays shortly after we were
allowed but the numbers have been quite low. We have had great
assistance from Martin, Anne and Tim Daniels but there have been
weeks where we were unable to ring. We have not yet started our
Tuesday practice nights but continue to use Zoom and Ringing Room
(not very well though). We will not have enough for this Sunday so
the bells will be silent.
A few of the ringers gained confidence when we had a couple of
sessions beforehand which was well worth the effort and helped. The
bells seem to be behaving themselves with no adverse reports from
our ringers. We did manage to ring 8 bells for two weddings (one end
of August and the other a week later in September). The next wedding
is not until July 2022.
Richard Payne

Worplesdon
Every two weeks we have had practices on Friday evenings, helped by
other ringing friends. We had ten weddings during August to
September. Bells going well looking for brighter times next year.
Steve Reeds

Yorktown
We had a wedding booked for 29th May who wanted us to ring as
many bells as possible. David inspected the ringing chamber and
found that because we now have all bells hung at one level, to ring
the lighter bells we would have to stand closer than 1 metre- the
maximum we could therefore ring was five - 2, 4, 6, 7, 8. So five
rang for the wedding-the first time they had rung in 14 months.
We then rang like this on Sundays until the opening up on 19th
July. Unfortunately we only had five ringers happy to do this so
had to cancel a few Sundays due to holidays.
During this period we also rang for another wedding and Keith
Fisher's internment service where we were joined by some other
ringers who were happy to attend an outdoor service but not ring.
After 19th July, we commenced practices and Sundays ringing on
8 wearing facemasks and testing beforehand. People are coming
back gradually.
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Due to low attendance levels and the heat, we finished our practices early. After the one
practice which finished at 9.30pm, we got a complaint from neighbours who live opposite the
church. So we now practice 7.45-9pm in line with other towers.
Last night we welcomed two visitors, had ten in attendance and five at the pub so we are
getting there.
Anne Daniels

A TALE OF A NEARLY LOCK-OUT
The church was locked when I arrived so I went in through the vestry - the Yale key was
difficult to make work, but it did eventually. Once inside I assumed I could open the west
door from inside, so I re-locked the vestry door (from inside - it needed quite a slam), but
when I got to the west door (inside), it was of course locked with no sign of a bolt/key (in the
dark). So I shouted to everyone else to come in through the vestry door which I would
reopen from inside.
A problem.... the Chubb keys worked OK, but I could not turn the Yale lock sufficiently far
enough to release the door - however much I turned the handle and tried the dead-lock knob
in all directions. So I was locked in and everyone else was locked out!
We then decided that if I could get the Yale key outside, perhaps the lock would open with
the key.... I took it off the keyring and the only obvious way of putting it through the door
was through the (unused) large keyhole... I pushed it in with a bit of a flick, but it didn't get
far enough and became stuck halfway through without being reachable from either side!!!
With a lot of poking with other keys and a pair of scissors, we eventually managed to
manoeuvre the key into a reachable position from the outside - and were then able to open
the door - much to everyone's relief!
At this point a church-person arrived who was the "caretaker" to open the church at 10am.
He was expecting us, of course. I explained about the problems we had had with the lock but it now seemed to be working perfectly from inside and out.
With the lights now on... hanging up was the west-door key which should have been used all
along!!! I'll know next time!
Martin Turner

CCCBR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES - 2020 AND BEYOND
The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers has a set
of Strategic Priorities that were developed during
the first four months of Simon Linford’s Presidency.
They are constantly evolving and updating. The associated ‘Strategic Priorities’ paper has
recently been brought up to date, sent to all CC Reps and associations, and published on the
Council’s website (https://cccbr.org.uk/strategic-priorities-2020-and-beyond/).
The Strategic Priorities were developed as a focus for the Council’s executive and
workgroups. However, it would be worthwhile considering their relevance to the Guildford
Guild, its districts and individual towers. We might already comply rather more than we
realise.
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Key points are listed below – there is much more detail in the link above (including possible
solutions and strategies):
1. Find alternative long-term sources of recruits who have the potential to be good
ringers. We can no longer rely on the church to supply us with recruits, particularly
youngsters, and we have to work harder to attract and retain them.
2. That no ringer should hit a barrier to their own progression. If a ringer wants to
progress, they should always be able to find a pathway that helps them, although it will
probably not just be at their own tower.
3. The pursuit of excellence in everything we do. The pursuit of high-quality
performance should be what binds together all the different strata and styles of ringing.
To achieve this we need the best possible ringing environments, organisation and
leadership.
4. The sound of church bells remains part of our cultural soundscape and is
appreciated and understood. The sound of church bells is quintessentially British,
although it exists more widely. When people hear bells, it should not only remind them of
the presence of the church, but they should recognise and appreciate the skill involved.
5. The pursuit of method ringing is not the only measure of success for a ringer. No
one should feel a failure if they do not do method ringing. All ringers are valued.
6. The Church continues to value our contribution. We must retain the Church’s
goodwill in order to continue to have access to their bells.
Nigel Smith

SURVIVAL AND RECOVERY UPDATE
Earlier in the year, we undertook a Survival and Recovery survey across towers in the
Guildford Guild. There was excellent engagement with 92% of towers taking part. The main
headlines were:
•
•
•
•
•

57% of bands were concerned that ringers might not return. Across the Guild, we
expected to lose more than 63 ringers (about 1 per tower on average).
75% were concerned about shortage of ringers and / or age of their band.
41% requested information on recruitment and retention, 27% on teaching bell handling
and 29% on teaching early ringing.
11% requested more support at their practices.
8% suggested that they were suffering from waning interest
/ enthusiasm for ringing.

These results were typical of many guilds and associations
across the country.
A small Guildford Guild group has now been set up to consider
how to address these findings.
The Central Council of Church Bellringers is looking to initiate a
national recruitment drive for ringers sometime next year. This
alone will not parachute recruits into our towers - we will need
to tie local tower recruitment activities into it. In addition, we
also need to ensure that potential recruits have the best
possible start to their ringing career – thus increasing the retention rate.
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Browsing the recent Chertsey District newsletter, I was very pleased to see that there were
examples of towers recruiting lapsed ringers and organising tower open mornings /
afternoons. I look forward to reading similar examples in both the Farnham and Guildford
District newsletters.
If you are looking for new ringers, publicity
is key to getting people in through the door.
We do need to raise the profile of ringing
generally. Crondall procured a banner, wall
posters and recruitment leaflets for their
successful open day in 2018. Shalford, as
well as a banner on the churchyard wall,
put up posters in most shops and bus stops
around the village – it worked. Also, don’t
underestimate the power of social media posts on local Facebook pages are known to generate considerable interest in ringing.
For those towers (presumably about 75%) that want to get ahead on recruitment and
retention, I would recommend browsing the following resources - they are full of ideas and
useful advice:
https://ringingteachers.org/resources/recruitment-and-retention
https://cccbr.org.uk/resources/recruitment-and-retention/workshop/
Nigel Smith (Guildford.Guild.Recovery@gmail.com)

TALES FROM A RINGING VICAR
In my previous church (All Saints Church in Alton) where I had
attended for many years before I trained as a priest and did my
curacy, we were fundraising to augment the existing 3 bells to a
ring of 6. When we had raised the funds needed, I along with the
tower team went to Whitechapel and saw the bells being made –
a fantastic experience. Before then the PCC had decided the
dedications of each bell. The great tenor was dedicated to the
Royal Marines who died in the Deal Bomb on 22nd September
1989, one of whom was my brother Bob Simmonds. Some of the
funds needed for the bells was raised when the Royal Marines
Band came to do The Bob Simmonds Memorial Concerts at the
church. The whole process of being included in the fundraising,
dedication, and seeing the bells, made it a ‘no-brainer’ that I
should learn to ring them and this I duly did!
Being part of a ringing team has always been so enjoyable for many reasons, not least
learning the skill of bell ringing itself, of rope handling and timing. I have loved the
interactivity and team work, the technicality and musicality of the different methods, the
camaraderie and the fun! For me as a priest, to be part of the team which effectively calls
people to church, so that people of all creeds, colours and cultures may journey into the love
of God which hopefully may bring joy and benefit their lives, is a real privilege and feels very
holistic. It also gives me the wonderful opportunity to regularly thank the bell ringers for all
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they do, which is much more than ring! They help me in the upkeep and maintenance of the
tower, with fundraising in many forms, with raising the tower flags for different occasions,
and in educating people about church as a whole.
It is a real pleasure and privilege to continue learning (when I have time!) from the master
bell ringers who ring at Frensham and I remain truly thankful to all who initially taught me in
Alton.
A funny story to end: I had the priestly oversight of Holybourne church for a while before I
came to Frensham. I was bell ringing on my last Sunday there with the team which included
a certain well known gardener and TV presenter called Alan… I was explaining that I would
be leaving to start my new post soon and then while we were ringing he asked me when I
would be leaving, and I said, “well, today actually”, to which he exclaimed, “Bugger!” and we
all laughed, lost our places, went completely wrong and had to stand our bells in a most
haphazard fashion. Goodness only knows what the congregation and neighbours thought!
Revd Jane Walker, Vicar of the Benefice of Frensham

HOW I STARTED RINGING
Clare Le Marie
When I was 14, my two friends told me they
had been invited up the tower to see the bells
and learn to ring. I thought this sounded
interesting and tagged along with them. Bill
Judge was our first teacher, and later Walter,
his brother, took over. So started over 60
years of ringing. I was fascinated from the
start, which was just as well as we had to sit
on the bench, keep quiet and be ready to jump
up to ring when a chance came. This was at
Kidlington, a heavy 23cwt 8 on plain bearings,
and I cannot remember ever seeing the tenor
turned in. It was always Grandsire or Stedman,
never ever Plain Bob, or even minor methods.
Mike and Clare Le Marie
What did strike me was that we were the only
girls, and as we progressed sadly more of the male team departed.
We did progress quite fast, and were soon plain hunting, and I was encouraged to try out the
heavier bells, and soon enjoyed ringing the tenor. One of the girls I started with left and the
other, Janet, was petite and never rang further round than the fourth. All the men folk were
convinced that ringing heavy bells was not good for a woman and there was much tut-tutting
at my efforts. We rang twice every Sunday, and on a Saturday we earned good money
ringing for the many weddings.
At that time in the late ‘50’s we wore full knee length skirts or dresses with several net
petticoats underneath (as fashion decreed), which were not conducive to standing close to
the rope. I think I rang with my bottom sticking out to stop my skirt catching in the rope.
About on a par with the men if they didn’t have braces on and we wondered if their trousers
would fall down! Spiral steps and ladders were probably not very elegant for us girls either.
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Within three years I had rung my first quarter peal (Stedman Triples), soon followed by my
first peal – Grandsire Triples on the 3. My friend Janet who had started with me also rang in
this peal. After the peal we were taken to the pub and Walter Judge bought us both a drink –
I think it was cider – and as neither of us had ever had any alcohol before it had quite an
effect. Thank you Walter for introducing me to bells and alcohol – they still go hand in hand.
During the summer vacation, Walter would take Janet and me into Oxford to spend the
morning ringing at different towers, including Christchurch Cathedral, where I was as lost on
12 bells as I am now. Walter was brilliant at keeping me in the right place and from him I
learnt the lesson of when lost, just hang in and wait for a clue or word to get right again.
Janet went to Canada to live soon after this and I went to college and then to Australia where
I amazed the ringers that I could not ring Plain Bob. I rang 11 quarters and one full peal
during my 18 months in both Australia and New Zealand. My thanks to Tom Goodyer and Bill
Watson for widening the scope of my method ringing.
After this I joined the RAF and moved around more, and ringing was not so important. I did
go on though, despite two overseas tours and marriage, and four babies, and have belonged
to some five towers becoming Tower Captain at two.
I have met many interesting people through ringing, been to places I never would have
otherwise and enjoyed it as a challenging hobby in many aspects for over 60 years. I hope
that I have passed the art of ringing on to many others through my teaching and
encouragement and that they enjoy it as much as I have.

Mike Le Marie (if you can’t beat ‘em then join ‘em)
It was a very cold winter’s day and the bells of Ripon Cathedral were ringing away and my
wife Clare was ringing one of the bells. I in the meantime was shivering in a nearby playpark
whilst my three young daughters played on the equipment, complained they were hungry,
wanted to know where Mummy was and announcing that they needed the toilet now! That
afternoon, plus Clare disappearing on ringing outings, and coming home from the pub
somewhat the worse for wear, having rung for four consecutive weddings with an hour in the
nearby pub between each one, made me decide that as there was no way I would stop Clare
ringing then I had better employ a baby sitter and learn to ring myself.
Thus in 1982 I learnt to ring at Knaresborough and then because of a RAF move, at the
Clatfords just outside Andover. I won’t go into my ringing history in detail but summarise by
saying that together Clare and I have rung at many towers, rung lots of ¼ peals together,
plus a few peals, taught all our children to ring (one of our daughters still rings and has for
many years been a member of the Aldershot band and our two grandsons are now learning),
and have thoroughly enjoyed the comradeship, friendship, traditions and challenges of full
circle church bell ringing.
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Aldershot 2021 (L to R): Mike, Clare, Owen Le Page, Finn Le Page, Helen Le Page

Final words from Helen ...
I was made to join the bellringers as the Vicar said I behaved so badly in the choir that
perhaps I should run off some energy first! My two sisters and younger brother also learnt to
ring, so it was quite a family affair when we were all at home. It seemed like a good idea to
carry on with the tradition and teach my two sons to ring as well.

Sowerby 1996 (L to R): Mike, Katy, Tamsyn, Jonathan, Clare, Helen
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BELFRY CORNER
Stays
Soon after the lockdown was lifted I had the pleasure of
making my first tower-grab for almost two years. After a very
warm welcome at Chislet St. Mary the Virgin in Kent, their
Ringing Master proudly told me that their bells were fitted with
Hastings stays. This aroused my interest in stays and so this
article was born.
Ringing wisdom is that stays serve two functions. The first is
that they allow the bell to be stood in the up position. You can
then take a rest from ringing at the end of a touch, and do not
have to ring the bells down and up again every time you want
to change from one rope to another. The second function is
that they act as a safety valve; breaking before more serious
damage is done to the bell or other part of the installation in
the same way that a fuse protects electrical equipment. In my
mind this is not really a good analogy, as the only damage that
is prevented when a stay breaks is damage that would
otherwise be done by the stay itself. No electrician would fit a
fuse just to prevent damage that could possibly be caused by
the fuse!
Conventional stays are attached to the bell headstock (Fig.1)
and point up when the bell is down. They are made of ash
which, as long as it is harvested young, is springy and resistant
to shock loads. Given time though it will gradually harden which
makes it more susceptible to a breakage. When inspecting
stays (with the bell down) it is important to pull the top of the
stay strongly in both directions, otherwise any crack which is
just starting to form may not be visible.
When the bell is fully up (Fig. 2), the stay points down and
contacts the slider which is another piece of ash. The slider is hinged at one end by a bolt
and the other end, just beyond the point where the stay touches it, is free to move a small
distance in a gap in a third item called the runner board. The size of this gap determines how
far beyond the balance point the bell will be when it is stood up. The further past the balance
it is the heavier the bell will feel when the rope is next pulled and so is called "heavily set".
A "lightly set" bell will stand at an angle barely past the vertical. Only a small pull is needed
to get it to ring again. The lightly set bell is more difficult to stand because the limit of
movement will be reached so soon after the bell reaches the balance point. If the bell has
then not been stopped it will bounce, bending and eventually weakening the stay.
Adjustments can be made either by increasing or decreasing the gap in the runner board or
by having a stay which is thicker or thinner at the end which touches the slider. If a bell
becomes heavier set than previously it is possibly a sign that a crack is developing in the
stay. The bell is now standing at a greater angle because the crack is opening up every time
the bell is stood. A breakage is imminent. Another cause could be that the bolts securing the
stay to the headstock are becoming loose.
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Not all bells have stays. Light bells, particularly those in mini
rings do not have them. These bells either have to be rung up
and down around each method, or else are held by the rope at,
or just past, the balance point. There are also some heavy
bells that are used for full circle ringing which do not have
stays. In the Italian city of Verona the Duomo (Cathedral) has
a ring of nine bells without stays where the tenor weighs
almost 4 1/2 tons (Fig. 3) and is the largest bell in the world
hung for full circle ringing. It takes three ringers to hold this
bell just past the balance and a further two to help ring it up.
Their life is made a bit easier because the heavier bells have
large counterbalance weights on the opposite side of the headstock to the bell which, as well
as making the bells seem lighter, makes them ring more slowly. They also have very large
wheels to lower the required rope pull force. As well as ringing rounds they ring "concertos"
where each bell is individually called to ring either alone or in chords with other bells by the
conductor. There is a youtube video clip of this that is well worth watching. (Search for
Youtube Verona Cathedral bells).
Another amazing video clip of bells without stays is from
another Italian city Bologna (search Campane del Duomo di
San Pietro a Bologna). As well as ringers with ropes in the
ringing room there are assistants in the belfry itself who help
hold up the bells. (Fig. 4) They stand around and even on the
bell frame. A warning… Health and Safety experts may have
heart attacks just by watching this video!
Finally back to the Hastings stays. They have nothing to do
with the Sussex seaside resort or its Norman battle, but were
named after the former engineer Reverend Edward Hastings
Horne who invented them in 1892. They were fitted by Taylor's
foundry from 1895 until 1960. Instead of the wooden slider and
runner board arrangement they have a fixed elongated "S"
shaped metal slide bar with stops at each end. (Fig. 5). The
stay has a device called a "Dingler" fitted to its end which has a
metal finger. This finger travels on alternate sides of the slide bar for the hand stroke and
backstroke. Stops at the ends of the slide bar allow the bell to be stood when the dingler
finger reaches them. To the ringer there is no apparent difference in handling but to the
steeple keeper there is much more work in replacing broken stays. The stay has to be exactly
the correct length, reduced in size at its end for the dingler to be fitted, and drilled for a bolt
to hold it in place. It also has to ride exactly over the centre of the slide bar for the finger to
be able to reach both sides.
Steve Markham (District Belfry Inspector Co-ordinator)

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESSES
After many years with the same email addresses Kevin & Ros Fox have been forced to have
new ones: kevinafox19@gmail.com & ros.fox19@gmail.com
Anything to do with Crondall tower can still be sent to crondalltower@gmail.com
22

DISTRICT ACHIEVEMENTS
PEALS
Fleet, Hampshire, 20 Burnside
Tuesday 3rd August 2021 in 2h 24m

Fleet, Hampshire, 20 Burnside
Tuesday 9th August 2021 in 2h 18m

5088 Kent Treble Bob Major

5008 Double Norwich Court Bob Major

Composed by IR Fielding (rotated)

Composed by AS Hudson arr AE Holroyd

1-2.
3-4.
5-6.
7-8.

1-2.
3-4.
5-6.
7-8.

Karen M White
W John Couperthwaite
Mike Pidd (C)
Martin J Turner

June D Wells
W John Couperthwaite
Mike Pidd (C)
E John Wells

In memory of Terry Collins. 100th handbell
peal for the Guild, this being the 50th as
conductor: 5-6

Yorktown, Surrey, St Michael
Tuesday 10th August 2021 in 2h 53m

Yorktown, Surrey, St Michael
Tuesday 14th September 2021 in 2h 57m

5056 Cambridge Surprise Major

5040 Stedman Triples

Composed by C Middleton

Composed by PAB Saddleton (10-part)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Janet E Menhinick
Beryl R Norris
Nigel A L Mellor
Jackie Roberts
Christopher H Rogers
David G Pearson
David R Cox
Martin J Turner (C)

Beryl R Norris
Jackie Roberts
Nigel C Smith
David R Cox
K Roger Tompsett
Pater W Emery
Martin J Turner
Nigel A L Mellor (C)

First tower bell peal for 16 months for most
of the band – and no blisters!

2,300th Peal: 7

Fleet, Hampshire, 20 Burnside
Monday 11th October 2021 in 2h 16m

Yorktown, Surrey, St Michael
Tuesday 19th October 2021 in 2h 51m

5056 Spliced Treble Bob Major (2m)

5056 Spliced Surprise Major (8m)

Composed by DF Morrison (No 2180)

Composed by DF Morrison (No 3)

1-2.
3-4.
5-6.
7-8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

June D Wells
Mike Pidd
W John Couperthwaite (C)
E John Wells

K Roger Tompsett
Christopher H Rogers
Beryl R Norris
Martin J Turner
Jackie Roberts
Nigel A L Mellor
Peter W Emery
David R Cox (C)
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Fleet, Hampshire, 20 Burnside
Monday 22nd November 2021 in 2h 18m
5184 Double Norwich Court Bob Major
Composed by E Banks James
1-2.
3-4.
5-6.
7-8.

Mike Pidd (C)
June D Wells
W John Couperthwaite (C)
E John Wells

To compliment Tom Page on his 93rd birthday yesterday
and to wish him a speedy recovery from his present health problems

TOWER BELL QUARTERS
Grayshott, St Luke. Sunday 14th November 2021
1260 Plain Bob Triples
1. Stuart Aitken, 2. Clare Le Marie, 3. Anne Aitken, 4. Michael Bryant 5. Harry Glover
6. Michael Le Marie 7. Jonathan Deane (C) 8. Vince Emery
Rung for Remembrance Sunday Evensong, and in memory of Don Gribble and Kay Houlin.
1st on 8: 8

Yorktown, St Michael. Thursday 25th November 2021
1260 Grandsire Triples
1. Jessica Metcalfe, 2. Martin Turner (C), 3. Hazel Metcalfe, 4. Anne Daniels,
5. Jackie Roberts 6. Vernon Bedford 7. David Pearson 8. Tim Daniels
Rung in memory and in celebration of the life of Tony Buttle, a ringer here at Yorktown for nearly 20
years, who died on 1st November 2021 and whose funeral service was yesterday. May he rest in
peace.

HANDBELL & VIRTUAL QUARTERS
Handbell Stadium, Sunday 8th August 2021. 1440 London Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Thursday 12th August 2021. 1320 London Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Tuesday 17th August 2021. 1440 Wells Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. Birthday compliment to Mike Pidd for tomorrow. A Highfield
performance.
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Handbell Stadium, Friday 20th August 2021. 1440 Coldstream Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance. The 150th Highfield Quarter Peal

Handbell Stadium, Saturday 21st August 2021. 1344 Plain Bob Major
1-2 Ian Redway, 3-4 Jackie Roberts, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C), 7-8 Tom Page
A Highfield performance.

Sandhurst, Wednesday 25th August 2021. 1312 Plain Bob Major
1-2 Mike Pidd (C), 3-4 Janet Menhinick, 5-6 John Couperthwaite, 7-8 Jackie Roberts
With best wishes to Adrian Nash recovering from a recent operation.

Handbell Stadium, Wednesday 25th August 2021. 1272 Oxford Treble Bob Minor
1-2 Ian Redway, 3-4 John Couperthwaite (C), 5-6 Jackie Roberts
A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Monday 30th August 2021. 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor
1-2 Ian Redway, 3-4 Jackie Roberts, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C)
A Highfield performance.

Aldershot, Friday 3rd September 2021. 1312 Kent Treble Bob Major
1-2 Mike Pidd(C), 3-4 John Couperthwaite, 5-6 Martin Turner, 7-8 Tom Page
A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Monday 6th September 2021. 1440 Kelso Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Sandhurst, Wednesday 8th September 2021. 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1-2 Mike Pidd (C), 3-4 Matthew Pearson, 5-6 Janet Menhinick, 7-8 John Couperthwaite
Aldershot, Wednesday 8th September 2021. 1312 Kent Treble Bob Major
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Jackie Roberts, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C), 7-8 Tom Page
Handbell Stadium, Friday 10th September 2021. 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1-2 Mike Pidd (C), 3-4 Karen White, 5-6 Ian Redway, 7-8 John Couperthwaite
A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Sunday 12th September 2021. 1272 Carlisle Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Fleet, Monday 13th September 2021. 1312 Double Norwich Court Bob Major
1-2 Mike Pidd (C), 3-4 June Wells, 5-6 John Couperthwaite, 7-8 John Wells
Handbell Stadium, Monday 20th September 2021. 1296 Northumberland Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Aldershot, Thursday 23rd September 2021. 1760 Spliced Treble Treble Bob Major
1-2 Karen White, 3-4 Martin Turner, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C), 7-8 Tom Page
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Handbell Stadium, Friday 24th September 2021. 1440 Whitley Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Aldershot, Monday 4th October 2021. 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Tom Page, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C)
First of Kent TB Minor on an inside pair: 3-4

Aldershot, Monday 4th October 2021. 1272 Oxford Treble Bob Minor
1-2 Tom Page, 3-4 Martin Turner, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C)
Sandhurst, Wednesday 6th October 2021. 1312 Kent Treble Bob Major
1-2 Mike Pidd, 3-4 Janet Menhinick, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C), 7-8 Jackie Roberts
Aldershot, Wednesday 13th October 2021. 1440 Cambridge Surprise Minor
1-2 Tom Page, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C)
Handbell Stadium, Thursday 14th 2021. 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor
1-2 Jackie Roberts, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
100th QP this year: 3-4. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Thursday 4th November 2021. 1440 Wooler Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Friday 5th November 2021. 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1-2 Mike Pidd (C), 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 Karen White, 7-8 John Couperthwaite
A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Sunday 7th November 2021. 1440 Sandiacre Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Saturday 13th November 2021. 1272 Munden Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Wednesday 17th November 2021. 1272 Chester Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Monday 22nd November 2021. 1440 Newcastle Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance to compliment Tom Page on his 93rd birthday
yesterday and to wish him a speedy recovery from his current health problems.

Fleet, Wednesday 24th November 2021. 1312 Oxford Treble Bob Major
1-2 Karen White, 3-4 Martin Turner, 5-6 Mike Pidd (C), 7-8 John Couperthwaite
A Birthday compliment to Bruce Forsyth.
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Handbell Stadium, Monday 29th November 2021. 1440 Morpeth Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Friday 3rd December 2021. 1440 Canterbury Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all. A Highfield performance.

Handbell Stadium, Sunday 5th December 2021. 1320 Alnwick Surprise Minor
1-2 Martin Turner, 3-4 Ian Redway, 5-6 John Couperthwaite (C),
1st in method in hand for all and the final performance of this project. The band has now rung virtual
handbell quarter peals of each of the 41 standard surprise minor methods using handbell stadium.
With grateful thanks to Graham John, Mike Pidd and many others for the hardware and software
innovations which made this possible.
A Highfield performance and a birthday compliment to Penny Pidd
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WHO’S WHO IN THE FARNHAM DISTRICT & THE GUILD

District Officers
Master

Stuart Aitken
familyaitken@yahoo.co.uk

Master

Jackie Roberts
jrconsulting@btinternet.com

Secretary

Secretary

Clare Le Marie
clarelemarie@btinternet.com

Lynn Boniface
l.boniface@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Treasurer

Anne Daniels
anne.l.daniels@gmail.com

Christopher Rogers
chrogers@btinternet.com

Chair

Bell Restoration Advisor

John Couperthwaite
johncouperthwaite@btinternet.com

Mike Le Marie
mjandcjlemarie@btinternet.com

Assistant Ringing Masters

Training Officer

Vernon Bedford
vernon.bedford@mail.com
Ros Fox
ros.fox19@gmail.com

Michael Bale
mike@balegroup.org

Peals Recorder

Training Officer

Martin Turner
martin.bellringer@ntlworld.com

Kevin Fox
kevinafox19@gmail.com

Public Relations Officer

Executive Committee Member

Roger Tompsett
rogertompsett@btinternet.com

Belfry Co-ordinator

Michael Bryant
Mikebryant1001@hotmail.com

David Pearson
dandkpearson@yahoo.co.uk

Steve Markham
smarkham@VTL.eclipse.co.uk

Independent Examiner

Librarian

Central Council Representatives
John Couperthwaite,
Jackie Roberts

Helen Prescott
h.prescott@ntlworld.com

Independent Examiner

Newsletter Editors

Roger Pashley
maryandroger@ntlworld.com

Clare Le Marie, clarelemarie@btinternet.com
Kevin Fox, kevinafox19@gmail.com
Cathie Fitzgerald, pjfit@aol.com

28

Guild Officers

Safeguarding Officer
Jonathan Hetherington
jch499@hotmail.com

